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The World Reacts to US Tariffs
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➢ Section 232: Tariffs on Steel and Aluminum
➢ 25% steel and 10% aluminum tariffs went into effect March 23, 2018, for all countries except 

Canada, Mexico, the EU, Australia, Argentina, Brazil, and South Korea.

➢ Argentina, Brazil, and South Korea agreed to quota arrangements. Australia secured a full 

exemption and is not subject to tariffs or quotas.

➢ Tariffs went into effect May 31, 2018, for the EU, Canada, and Mexico. 

➢ Section 301: Tariffs to address China’s IP/tech transfer practices
➢ First tranche of 25% tariffs on $34 billion of Chinese goods was applied July 6, 2018.

➢ Tariffs on remaining $16 billion of goods are currently in a public comment period to consider 

additional tariff application.
➢ Public comments due July 23

➢ Section 301 Committee holds public hearing July 24

➢ Post-hearing rebuttal comments due July 31 

➢ June 18 Trump directed USTR to identify additional $200 billion worth of Chinese goods for

10% tariffs, to be applied if/when Chinese 301 retaliation takes place.



WTO Path
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➢ Some countries seek relief at WTO, pursuing cases under Agreement on Safeguards (AS) or Dispute 

Settlement Understanding (DSU):

232: Steel/Aluminum

➢ Agreement on Safeguards (AS)
➢ China, the EU, India, Japan, Russia, and Turkey

➢ For EU, India, Japan, Russia and Turkey, concessions may be suspended as of week of June 18, given 

timing of notifications; China retaliated immediately.

➢ DSU Cases
➢ China, India, the EU, Canada, Mexico, Norway, Russia, and Switzerland

➢ These cases will follow the longer, DSU timelines.

➢ July 16: the US initiated separate WTO disputes against China, the EU, Canada, Mexico, and Turkey over 

retaliation to the 232 tariffs.

301: Chinese IP

➢ DSU Case
➢ China (Addendum) (Addendum) 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=244218,244219,244237,244063,244064,244065,244046&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=2&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=245248,245245,245239,245249,245254,245221,245244,245235,245238,245240&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=3&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=False&HasSpanishRecord=False
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246009,245819,245759,245760,245328,245263,245266,245272,245286,245249&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=0&FullTextHash=&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=False&HasSpanishRecord=False
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=245259,245260,245261,245265,245263,245266,245272,245287,245286,245267&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=4&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=False&HasSpanishRecord=False
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=245259,245260,245261,245265,245263,245266,245272,245287,245286,245267&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=5&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=False&HasSpanishRecord=False
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=245259,245260,245261,245265,245263,245266,245272,245287,245286,245267&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=6&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=False&HasSpanishRecord=False
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=244375&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=0&FullTextHash=&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=245328&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=0&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=245759,245760,245655,245732,245653,245652,245654,245328,244782,244785&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=0&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=245759,245760,245655,245732,245653,245652,245654,245328,244782,244785&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=1&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246067,246068,246091,246024,246026,246027,245912,245915,245913,245819&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=9&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246118,246147,246155,246117,246158,246159,246160,246108,246148,246116&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=9&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246488,246489,246491,246490,246492,246480,246493,246477,246475,246417&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=6&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246718,246652,246636&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=0&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246935,246879,246882,246886,246881,246880,246835&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=2&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246935,246879,246882,246886,246881,246880,246835&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=3&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246935,246879,246882,246886,246881,246880,246835&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=1&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246935,246879,246882,246886,246881,246880,246835&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=4&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246935,246879,246882,246886,246881,246880,246835&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=5&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=244313&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=0&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246636&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=0&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246935,246879,246882,246886,246881,246880,246835&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=6&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True


*Additional tariffs will be levied 

in March 2021 after the WTO 

rules against 232 tariffs

*Followed by Chinese reciprocal 

retaliation on $16b of US goods

232: Japan may 

suspend 

concessions 

under AS 

June 18-22

*Tariffs on remaining 

$16b/$200b subject to 

public notice/comment 

Retaliation against US 232 steel/alum, 
301 tariffs
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*Goods in Annex II will not be 

subject to additional duties until 

March 2021 or until WTO panel 

rules against 232 steel/alum tariffs

232: China 

implemented 

retaliatory tariffs of 

15% or 25% on 

about $3b US 

products

April 2

232: Canada’s 10-

25% tariffs

targeting $12.8b of 

US products went 

into effect

July 1

June 22

232: EU levied 

25% duties under 

AS on some $3.3b 

of US goods in 

Annex I*

June 5

232: Mexico 

announced tariffs of 

up to 25% on $3.6b 

US products

March 23, 2018

US applied 232 

steel/alum tariffs on all 

countries but Canada, 

Mexico, EU, Australia, 

Argentina, Brazil, and 

South Korea

301: First tranche of 

US 25% tariffs on 

$34b of Chinese 

goods went into effect

July 6

232: US steel/alum 

tariffs hit Canada, 

Mexico, and the EU

May 31

July 5

232: Mexico’s tariff 

rate for certain 

products, including 

some US pork and 

cheeses, increased 

from 10-15% to 20-25%

July 6

301: China enacted 

first round of 25% 

tariffs on $34b of US 

products*

April 5

Trump threatens 

tariffs against 

additional $100b of 

Chinese goods to 

counter 4/2 tariffs

232: Turkey

applied duties 

under AS of up to 

70% on $1.8b of 

US goods

June 21

232: India’s duties 

of 10-50% on $1.4b 

of US goods go into 

effect under AS

August 4

August

301: Possible 

presidential decision 

and application of 

tariffs on $16b of 

Chinese products

232: Russia’s duties

of 25-40% on $87.6m 

of US goods go into 

effect under AS

August 5

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=245259,245260,245261,245265,245263,245266,245272,245287,245286,245267&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=4&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=False&HasSpanishRecord=False
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/301Investigations/List 2.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/301/2018-0026 China FRN 7-10-2018_0.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=244218,244219,244237,244063,244064,244065,244046&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=2&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://www.fin.gc.ca/access/tt-it/cacsap-cmpcaa-1-eng.asp
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/may/tradoc_156909.pdf
http://documents.nam.org/IEA/Mexico 232 Retal List - unofficial translation.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/301Investigations/List 1.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQaZ5iHyZYEzidJ8R4BL9g4l7WPolZCraDsQJSHrEZShom7vKpSlWVDntOd1MtBcr1P9I-1ZMz9hJVp/pub
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=245259,245260,245261,245265,245263,245266,245272,245287,245286,245267&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=6&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=False&HasSpanishRecord=False
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=246009,245819,245759,245760,245328,245263,245266,245272,245286,245249&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=0&FullTextHash=&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=False&HasSpanishRecord=False
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/301Investigations/List 2.pdf
http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001201807060023?index=0&rangeSize=1
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